Isolated limb perfusion of soft tissue sarcomas: a comprehensive review of literature.
Patients with primary irresectable, locally advanced soft tissue sarcomas of the limbs form a challenging group for the treating physician. Multimodality treatment is necessary to guarantee optimal limb salvage and survival rates. Since the introduction of isolated limb perfusion in the late fifties, several treatment regimens have been proposed. Isolated perfusion with melphalan and TNF-α, as part of a multimodality treatment, is regarded as the current best treatment option today. Ongoing studies are investigating potential benefit of other doses, new chemotherapeutic agents and new techniques in perfusion and radiotherapy. This article provides a historical overview of published literature and insight in upcoming treatment techniques.